[Disorders of formation and conduction of the cardiac impulse in hypertrophic and congestive primary myocardiopathy].
Little information is available regarding cardiac automatism and conduction disturbances in patients affected by congestive (CCM) or hypertrophic (HCM) cardiomyopathies. For this reason 29 patients with HCM (10 cases) and CCM (19 cases) and disturbances of sinus node automaticity or AV conduction underwent an electrophysiologic study. Eight patients affected by HCM were also submitted to cardiac catheterization. Sinus node function was normal in each of the HCM patients, and impaired in 6 of the 19 CCM patients. The intra-atrial conduction was prolonged in only one CCM case. One HCM and 2 CCM patients showed an impaired intranodal AV conduction. Thirteen patients (44%) showed a prolonged HV interval (3 HCM and 10 CCM patients). No calcific deposits on the aortic valve were discovered by X ray stratigraphic examination in any of the patients. In 6 cases a progression of the conduction disturbances was observed. Ventricular pre-excitation was present in 4 patients (13%).